Your practice should search reimburseme nt by carrier ident ification number. For example, all car rier IDs for Aetna begin with AE, Cigna with CI, etc. It is imp ortant to use 10 numbers because many large payers have num erous plan s (in one practi ce alone, Ae tna had 38 different plans). Reimbur sement percentages ca n vary widely among them (figure).
Frequ ently, six to ten payers reimbur se most claim s. Me dicare is usuall y one of them .
Dr. Isen berg is an otolaryngo log ist in private prac tice in Indianapolis; sisenberg@g ood4docs.colll
